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Editorial -

Tuesday 29" December 1998

Firstly let’s get the traditional niceties over with - I trust you all
had a wonderful Christmas, and that your arrangements are in place for
celebrating the last New Year of this millennium. Of course, by the time
you read this it will already be 1999, and less than 12 months until “it”
arrives (you know, the big *00).

I'm calling it the big *00 as I don’t wish to confuse my computer
which hasn’t yet decided if it is going to be the year 2000, or 1900, or even
1129 next year. But in line with all of commerce, we have strived to ensure
that THE CHRONICLE is “Y2k compliant™.

To you and I (well probably not Pat Donovan, but certainly the
rest of us) “Y2k compliant” is the forlorn hope that THE CHRONICLE
computer won’t throw a massive wobbler, then hiccup, and eventually self-
destruct at midnight on December 31* 1999, taking out the washing
machine and causing the Brookside street light to flicker momentarily.

Still, just in case, I’ll produce the first 6 issues of the big *00
CHRONICLE in late August of this year, and stockpile them in readiness!
After all, there is all manner of talk about things not working, shortages,
confusion, and general mayhem (nothing new there, then).

I expect though that most 6f us will not notice the chaos until well
after the Aston Abbotts’ MillenniunrEve Party. I am given to believe that
this bash will be the New Year’s Party to end them all (figuratively
speaking) so I for one don’t expect to surface until well into the big’00.

Talking of the party, Mr Bystra informs me that the tickets are
selling faster than the ale at The Bull on New Year’s Eve this year - so
book your place VERY soon to avoid disappointment. You can find more
details about the event in this month’s CHRONICLE.

Whilst we are on the subject of celebrating the New Millennium, I
would be delighted to hear from you if you are organising a special event.
The Chronicle is a great place to publicise your event free of charge or to

[ am compliant, SN

ask for volunteers to help, or even to put forward
ideas for things that Aston Abbotts can do to
remember the big event!

On that note, Clare Shorrock has had some
thoughts about an historical chronicle of the village
- make sure you read the article in this issue to find
out how you can help.

Well, enough of my ramblings, enjoy this
year’s celebrations and get ready for the next - I'm
sure that Y2k compliance and all that goes with it
will feature throughout 1999 in THE. CHRONICLE!

nde Swain

IN THIS NEW YEAR’S ISSUE
OF THE CHRONICLE

o In the Village - lots of local matters

e Cabaret night report

¢ THE CHRONICLE GUIDE - check your Abbotts
¢ Competitions

¢ Pub Poem entry

e Millennium Party Update

s Letter from America

o And all of our regular sections and more !

A note to all would be advertisers -

more than 150 households receive THE CHRONICLE 11

times a year and with rates from just £7 per annum (far
cheaper than some local Parish magazines!)

can you afford not to be in?

PRODUCTION TEAM CONTACTS

Editorial / General Andi Swain 2 Nash’s Farm - 01296 682651
Distribution Andy Bystra 31 The Green - 01296 681690
Advertising  Ivan Greenaway 1 Nash’s Farm - 01296 682605

Copy date for February issue is January 237, please pass items to Andi Swain at 2 Nash’s Farm or to a member of the
Production Team. Printed at Waddesdon School and distributed free of charge to all Households in Aston Abbotts.
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Aston Abbotts wishes 2a HAPPY BIRTHDAY ey

to everybody celebrating in January, especially Shona and Ross would like to
thank everyone at Toddlers
Andi Swain 5th Tony Hinds 13th for the great surprise party
Jane Plested 7th Zoe Judd 25th and lovely presents V'Vhi"h
Sarah Plested 7th  David Lewis 2t | Mo ;’:"tﬂg‘i‘:"‘g"(’;‘f’xf;‘y
Irene King Rennie 8th Richard Plested 29th Abbotts Toddlers every
James Clarke 10th < Thursday morning.

The 1998 Poppy Appeal

Very many thanks to all of you
who gave donations to this
— e— i important appeal. Collections in

Aston Abbotts amounted to
£551.31 and the area total was
£1445.73. We would also like
thank those of you who so
generously gave your time to
organise organise events and
make the collections.

A. Rawlings P.A.O.
MILLENNIUM PARTY - DON’T MISS THE BOAT!

98 of the 120 tickets for the Millennium party have been sold - with only 22 places
left, if you’re looking to celebrate the new millennium in real style you’d better get
I your skates on!! If you would like more information or to book your place -

oo

5, To everybody in Aston Abbotts
from all of us at THE CHRONICLE

Call Liz & Ivan on 682605, Andy Bystra on 681690, or speak to Francesca, C:\, ,
Jackie, or John Whyte - next meeting 8.00 29/1/99 in The Bull & Butcher - S

P e —ay

= W
¢ Let RITA know about your
news, birthdays, or
forthcoming event...phone
Rita on 68169

0

BABYSITTING
Hayley and Sarah - Reliable Babysitters

Please phone Hayley on 688597
or Sarah on 681740
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THE CHRONICLE

Advertising rates per annum
FULL PAGE Inside £ 33
HALF PAGE Inside £ 16
QUARTER PAGE Back £16

Inside £ 9

EIGHTH PAGE Back £9

Inside £ 7

OTHER SIZES Inside £ 7

Seasonal, short term, or one-off ads
are also accepted at these rates

Please send copy and cheque
(made payable to The Chronicle) to

Ivan Greenaway, 1 Nash’s Farm,

Aston Abbotts, Aylesbury
Tel 01296 682605

HELP LINE..HELP LINE

Driving you to the Doctor, picking up
prescriptions and so on......

JOHN WHYTE
14 Bricstock - tel. 681685

GEORGE FOX
1 Church Row - tel. 682024

TONY HINDS
6 The Green - tel. 681454

If you would like to join the Help Line
please call Andy Bystra on 681690

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

TOM MANNING ( Chairman)
682115

KATE CURRY (Parish Clerk)
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane 681137

GWEN KEMPSTER
53 The Green 681310

MARGARET KENT
6 The Green 681454

LINDA SUTTON
Sadlers Farm 681413

JOHN SANSOME
Longmore Farm 681010

District Councillor
BRYAN ROUND
11 Nup End, Wingrave 681621

County Councillor
BRENDA JENNINGS
2 Cotes Way, Wing 681065

LOCAL RECYCLING

Collection points are available at
The Bull & Butcher, Aston Abbotts
and The Macintyre Home, Wingrave

GLASS - Please sort into green, brown, and clear glass

CANS - All types accepted including aluminium and steel
food and drink cans (please crush cans)

PAPER - All Newspaper, magazine, and junk mail
(no cardboard or yellow pages)

The Macintyre Centre can also take textiles
(clothes, rags, blankets, sheets etc)
Open 8.30am - 6.30pm Monday to Saturday
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IN THE VILLAGE1.

NEW YORK 1998 NEW YORK 1998

THE LONG AWAITED DIARY OF A SHOP-A-HOLIC... UNCENSORED!

DAY 1 DAY 1 Continued
09.00hrs Ten of Aston Abbotts’ most declined because too much champagne is bad for you.
desirable women set off for New York,
( : ‘ determined to shop till they dropped and do a 16 30hrs Arrive JF K. New York. Immigration is
( B *[ bit of sight seeing! Number 11 met them at navigated through, some having more difficulty than others,
\ SIS Heathrow Airport. e.g. a recent holiday in Iraq is difficult to explain, as is
! - being French!
’\ } 11.00hrs Duty Free shopping provides
( » / a taster of things to come. Money belts have to  19.00krs A hair raising Yellow Cab journey into
[ X be purchased for those with too much money! Manhattan sees everyone into the hotel foyer of the New
Z \’ Yorker Hotel.
[ Py 14.00hrs Virgin Atlantic Flight VS003
takes off. An upgrade to Upper Class is 20.00hrs Assemble in bar of hotel for a few drinks
______________________________________ to acclimatise, this takes about 4 hours!!!
|
DAY 2 09.00hrs Bright and early Jan Donovan knows where | DAY 4 _09.00hrs Breakfast on the hoof as tours

to have breakfast, or does she? Too much choice for most of us. and shopping have to be crammed in. Upper Manhattan

tour includes Central Park, the posh apartment blocks where

09.30hrs Hit Maceys, the biggest department store in the world. ! Madonna, Paul Newman, Robert Redford etc live, museums,
Don't worry, there weren't eleven ladies in convoy, mostly they were Art Galleries and Harlem.

split into twos. A lot of shopping was done here. Sally Palmer did a

recce tour of Manhattan on the top of an open topped double decker 16.30hrs Meet up in hotel foyer for trip home.

bus. Everyone now has 2 suitcases each and one or two have
some very odd shaped boxes! Two white stretched limos
19.00krs All meet up for a trip to the theatre and Broadway. A | arrive to transport everyone to J.F.K. Some people just cant

keep there hands off the Very Handsome driver!! (Rita's
name was mentioned but that can't be right).

"Grease" type musical called "Footloose". Very entertaining, although
some people found the seats a little too comfortable and snoozed
through it.

19.30hrs Virgin Atlantic VS004 departs for
23.00hrs Back to the bar for a quick drink!! Heathrow. Sleep comes easy to those with clear consciences
and empty bank balances.
DAY 3
09.00hrs Breakfast in the 24 hour diner. Most people opt for

various bus tours of Manhattan, upper, lower or both, with yes, more
shopping thrown in - probably Fifth Avenue and the more upmarket
"Saks" and "Bloomingdales". The lower Manhattan tour includes
Greenwich Village, Statue of Liberty, Staten Island Ferry, Wall Street,
Brooklyn Bridge, Chinatown, Chrysler Building and The Empire State
Building, A trip up The Empire State is essential. The views are
fantastic, as you would expect from the 86th floor.

Alison has difficulty balancing

19.00hrs All meet up again for a night out, dining and wining with just the one bag of shopping!

{unfortunately one member took so long to put her make up on, she got

left behind!!! } We had the added bonus of being serenaded by 10 Finns

also on a night out on the tiles! DAY 5 _06.40hrs Touch Down Heathrow,
09.00hrs Home safe and sound and penniless.
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24.00hrs Back to the bar for a night-cap! :
i
]

Alison Lewis
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RGC S

Agricultural & Horticultural Engineers
&% NEW HOLLAND POLARIS

Station Road Lawnmowers

x:"sml'( Garden Machinery
ilton Keynes c—
: ATVs

Bucks MK17 0SA
» Sales, Service & Repairs

Tel: 01296 720066

Fax: 01296 720917 FREE LOCAL COLLECTION
Tel / Evenings: 01296 681007 & DELIVERY SERVICE

WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 681543

YOUR NEW LOCAL MOT CENTRE

By Appointment 8.30am to 6.30pm Monday to Friday.
(Saturday mornings by arrangement)

PLUS all the usual services;-
Petrol Sales
Servicing and Repairs
Free Courtesy Car
We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest job!

PAGE 5 THE CHRONICLE




IN THE VILLAGE 2.

ASTON ABBOTTS PUB POEM COMPETITION

We are pleased to bring you the first of the eagerly awaited “Pub
Poems” (announced in the November issue). Mr Bystra has
penned this delightfully diplomatic offering.....

Tale of two pubs.

There's a red brick pub near the village green,
Where customers thirsty and sometimes keen,
drop in for pool - and if it’s clear,

might even be able to drink the beer.

Kiwi’s, farmers; all dig deep,

in luxury old Frank to keep.

St. Patrick’s nights and Christmas do’s,
he’ll do most things to sell more booze.

When winter snow drifts higher and higher
He’s even been known to light a fire.

Then regulars drink in a nice warm glow
And on Saturday nights some wear a bow.

Miles away, down at The Oak,

you’ll meet a nicer kind of folk.

They drink their ale with pinkie raised.

It’s awfully strong, they leave ‘quite dazed’.

Under thatch, amid dark beams,

they sup their drink and dream their dreams,
of fun and frolics - perhaps a duel.

They might even beat ‘The Bull’ at pool.

With two nice ‘houses’ from which to choose,
we feel we really cannot loose.

And so to both pubs; we love you dear,
despite the rising price of beer.

All other entries received to date are being scrutinised by the
Chronicle “Censorship and Decency” committee prior to
publication! Keep your poems rolling in. Ed.

The Linsdale Singers & The Wingrave Singers
fointly present

a concert of choral music and music for brass

includln%
‘Gloria’ by John Rutter

and
works for double choir by
Monteverdi, Scheidt, Parry, Harris and Wood

at All Saints Church, Leighton Buzzard
bn Saturday, 13th February 1999
at7.30pm

Conducted by
Dennis Pim and Kelvin Turner
Benjamin Frost, organist

Ticket price £6.00 (concessions £4.00) available from

Box Office: Jean Keighley 01296 681235
Wingrave Village shop
and choir members

MARATHON MAN ......

ANDREW FORD has been accepted to run in this year’s
London Marathon on April 18™. He is planning to run for the
British Heart Foundation in memory of his father John.

Let’s all make sure that Andrew gets plenty of sponsorship
for the marathon. Ed,

JUST A THOUGHT ON SECURITY....

Walking around the village on dustbin collection days,
it is clear that bins remaining outside gates for any length of
time gives a fair indication to would-be burglars that no one is
at home. If you know that your neighbour is out all day when
bins are emptied, how about being neighbourly and (with
his/her permission) put the bins back on to their property. Just
a thought!!

George Fox.

PAGE 6 - THE CHRONICLE



The Bull &
Butcher

Free House

Aston Abbotts, Nr. Aylesbury, Bucks.

*BED & BREAKFAST -ALL ROOMS WITH EN-SUITE

*ALL ROOMS HAVE COLOUR T.V. AND TEA &
COFFEE MAKING FACILITIES

*LIVE ENTERTAINMENT * EVENING MEALS
*BAR FOOD LUNCHTIMES *AMPLE PARKING

*FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE

*CHILDREN'S PLAY AREA W
Beero

Fon booliings, Telepthone
01296 651520
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WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY 99

Tuesday 5* Mobile Library The Green / Wingrave Rd / Oxley Farm THE COTTESLOE SCHOOL PTA
Wednesday 6 Parish Council in The Church Room
| 8pm is holding a number of events at
Thursday 7"  Bingo in the Church Room Cottesloe School to raise money for
7.30pm the school - "
" Friday 8" Rambling club members New Year Party, Cock Inn, Wing .
6.30 for 7pm e Saturday 23™ January 10.30 - 12.30
& . Jumble sale including cake stall and
Sunday 10 Rambling club members meet Kingsbridge Picnic site " tombola - entry 20p.
2.00pm "
Tuesday 12®  Floral Class in the Church Room * Saturday 13" March - Quiz Night
7.00pm

" e Monday 29™ March - Fashion Show
Tuesday 19 Mobile library The Green / Wingrave Rd / Oxley Farm "

Thursday 21* Bingo in the Church Room, in aid of Lifeboat

7.30pm For further details
Thursday 28® Whist Drive in The Church Room contact the school

7.30pm on 01296 688264
Saturday 30™  Jumble Sale in the Church Room il

2.00pm

CHURCH FLOWERS FOR JANUARY SIDESMEN FOR JANUARY

WI/E 2/3 - W/E 23/24 Mr C Higgs 2/3 Mr A Ford 23/24 Mr M Hasler
W/E 9/10 Mrs Bellingham W/E 30/1 Miss Goodman 9/10  Mr C Higgs 30/31 Mr C Higgs
W/E 16/17 Mrs Hartnet 16/17 _Mr J Hartnett

Ist WINGRAVE SCOUT GROUP NEWS

Our Christmas Bazaar at the end of November was a son is now a scout I'm expecting dinner to be cooked and
great success. A big thank you to everyone who filled their served on a regular basis - by him!
black bags or who donated goods for us to sell or raffle. Our The last meeting of term was on Monday 14th, in
apologies to those of you whose bags we didn't collect but we the Community centre and was a Group party. The Beavers
didn't have as many helpers as we had hoped - maybe next year put on a puppet show and sang songs, the Cubs did a
we'll have more volunteers! (Thank you to those people who number of sketches including a "shadow operation"! The
brought them to us on the Saturday). Scouts did a nativity - with a difference! The entertainment
The Bazaar itself was very busy with lots of people was very good and enjoyed by all the boys and especially the

looking for and finding a bargain, or an unusual gift. Santawas  leaders. Food and drink was provided by the boys and the
able to divert from his hectic schedule and be there too, much to parents came along near the end for coffee and mince pies,

the delight of our younger villagers. getting everyone in the festive spirit ready for Christmas.
On Friday 11™ the Ready Steady Cook competition was We all wish everyone a very happy Christmas and
won by Chris George, Nicky Wyatt, Becky Blake, and Simon a happy new year and hope 1999 brings good things for you
Maslin, despite stiff competition from a number of teams. Each all. Finally we would like to wish Rupert Gardner a safe
team was set the same task, to cook a stir-fry and to decorate a and memorable trip to Chile, we are looking forward to
sponge cake, with marks awarded for taste and also presentation ~ hearing all about it.
and teamwork.
The teams had access to a number of spices - some of Julia Ellis

them quite hot when used liberally, as the testers found! As my
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Kitchens & Interiors

Spanish, English and

Sh . o o
54 Western Road Continental Cuisine
es .em oa Spanish, 4 Ia carte and Vegetarian menu
Tring Wedding + All Special Oceasioas
Kitchens + Bedrooms T Jnl y To W::;n &rAm -
. o : er: on - Sa
Office/Studies w‘“"’""ﬁ Ay 7.00-10.00pm
Fitted Furniture st Bl ™ Ry LCENSED

Cublington Rosd, Aston Abbotts

Tel: 01442 890808 Tel/ Fax 01296 681432

GENERAL STORES
& OFF - LICENCE

LEARNING FRENCH or
SPANISH CAN BE FUN

LINC OLN S e I11dstu1t1on at home that you can share wi

Groceries * Fresh Fruit & Vegetables *Courses for complete beginnets or any level, at
: times to suit

Pet Food * Toiletries* Greeting Cards *Includes background to the culture of the country

Fresh Flowers & Pot Plants *Plenty of variety, lots of practice (Social and/or
business)

Dry Cleaning * Shoe Repairs

*Tutor currently teaching in Cublington,

Monday to Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm references can be supplied
Saturday 8.30am - 3.00pm Please phone Malcolm Burrell
™\
High Street, Whitchurch /tf,\m\for further information.‘gf\‘i et
/- 0 Tel: 01525221413 Pt
Telephone 641384 S £ Yl
o~ - ‘}u
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THE CHRISTMAS
CABARET

Each year, it’s interesting to
see how the cabaret manages to
entertain with amazing freshness. The
magic formulae of good quality food,
cheap but tolerable wine, and inspired
adult entertainment has stood the test of
time.

Of course, subtle changes are
introduced each year but these only ever
seem to amount to altering when the
food is served or the position of the
stage. The ever popular blend of good
bumour, popular songs and short
innovative sketches has remained
essentially unchanged for several years;
and long may it de so.

That such varied talent exists to
enable two shows (usually) te be put on
each year in a village as small as ours, is
in itself surprising and something to be
proud of Judging from conversations 1
have had, this certainly impresses the
increasing number of ‘outsiders’ who
come along.

Its popularity with audiences
seems confirmed by the fact that the same
people tend to put their names down for
tickets at the merest hint of another
Cabaret being arranged. This year was no
different. All tickets were sold back in
October, just as the first sketches were
being writtern.

Ever prepared, Villagers queus for tickets

For the latest cabaret, it was
decided that the excellent hot & cold

buffet prepared by Francesca Bean and
Jackie Coats should be served beforp
the show started ~ a popular desision
amongst those of us whe had had little
opportunity 1o eat earlier on in the day.
A bonus was that so much food had
been prepared that a good cold buffet
was also available in the interval.

Nigel Palmer supplied most of
the music on his (or was it Neil’s)
keyboard with Lel providing the pre-
recorded backings. Neil had as usual
‘strung the show together’ and even
appeared om  stage in  sketches,
additionally singing two rather bizarre
songs. The Branckers produced and
performed a very fimny version of
“Ah! Yes, T remember it well” with
Iohn also giving a fine rendition of
Tlanders snd Swan’s "Hippopotamus'
song.

Despite  several  attempts,
nobody was able to prevent John Whyte
fram singing various soungs and at the
end he even led the now obligatory
‘coramunity singing’.

This time the songs had a
definite Scottish flavour; whether this
was to match his owa origins or the
approaching Burns Night we couldn't
tell (perhaps it was just the scoich).

Many of us hoped that well
loved group ‘The Bristols” would make
an  appearance again this  year,
However, ‘the manasgement’ had
decided to replace them with Aston
Abbotts own ABBA (with the glamour
being provided by Anne Brancker &
Sharon Wilkinson) and it has to be said
they were every bil as good. ‘The
Gambolinis’ made another appearance
demonstrating the benefits of keeping
fit and introducieg Linda Suiton in her
first cabaret appearance.

Just shout the most unusual
sight of the evening wuas to see Neil
appear as a boy scout and sing a quite
hilavious song entitled ‘Be Prepared’.
Margaret Kent, well remembered for
her rendition of a Cinzano advert in
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one of the Christias shows several vears
ago, gave an  extremely creditable
impersonation of Pam Aires delivering
her poem called ‘Throw another leg on
the fire mother’, This was made ail the
more amazing since she had taken the
trouble to learn it off by heart.

Dave Lewis (who had spent most
of the day wiring up all the lighting etc.)
made his second cabaret appearance as
the resident ‘stand wp comedian’. Just
where he gets his material from, nobody
knows, but it’s pretty certain he will be
asked to return with more of the same.

Finally, I have absolutely no
intention of telling you what ‘The Men in
hats’ sketch (as performed by Ray, Tony
and John Whyte} was about because it was
far too rude. Suffice it to say, if you
weren't there you missed out on a jolly
good laugh.

John Whyte prepares for the
“men in hats” sketch

It’s impossible to convey in a few
words just how enjoyable and what great
fun this ‘homespun’ entertainment is.
Even though as compere T had to “sing for
my supper’, it was one of those occasions
which one just didn't want to came to an
end. Mind you, with any luck, it’s quite
possible that following the Christmas
break ‘the management’ will be unable to
curb their enthusiasm and will be
thinking about putting a Chronicle
vabaret together for the spring,

If you don’t want to miss this
event then I recommend vou speak o one
of owr well known thespians and book
your self a ticket straight away!.




J.D.ROOFING &
GENERAL BUILDING

All types of Building
work undertaken

For free estimate

call 01525 270878
or 0958 584655

Alison J Whittaker,
B.A. Hons. Music

Piano, Electric Keyboard &
Theory of Music Teacher

10 Recreation Ground Cottages

Wingrave,

Nr. Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 4PH Tel; (61296) 681639

BEAUTY TREATMENTS
by ODiana
~ Waxing ~ Facials ~
~ Manicure & Pedicure ~
Very reasonable rates ~ Special Packages Available

For prices and an appointment

Phone 01296 682316
(Trained and Insured)

THINKING ABOUT
HOLIDAYS NEXT YEAR?

We have a holiday home for rent in
LYME REGIS, DORSET
for weekends or weekly lets all year round.
Sleeps 4-7. Close to town and beaches,
beautiful views overlooking
Lyme Bay and Golden Cap.

Ring Helen and Simon Dowling for further details

01296 682808
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RECTOR’S REPORT -
JANUARY 1999

Only one more Christmas this Millenninm! and
I bet that we shall get heartily sick of being
reminded. The hype will be in overdrive - so I
hope that you will have enjoyed this Christmas
and I wish you every blessing for 1999,

As our three Parishes have been linked
together as a United Benefice for 25 years, we
have been leoking to see what we have
achieved during that period and at areas where
we can work together more effectively in the
future. There is, of course, nothing new there - because, like life, the
Church is in a constant state of change.

One of the areas that is being looked at is the pattern of
Sunday Services which has remained much the same for the last
twenty years. What was 'right' then is not necessarily 'right' now -
because the world we live in has changed dramatically over that
period. How do you arrange for each of three churches to have a
balanced and regular pattern of worship each month - catering for as
many needs as possible, and whilst being restricted by Church Law?

The trouble is that at the slightest hint of change, people
become very defensive about what they already have. Is this a
potential threat to ‘our’ Church?

Having worked in Village Churches for more than twenty
years, I am a passionate believer that each community needs its
Church ~ however few people use it on a regular basis. 1 also know the
heartache and soul-searching that goes on by regular congregations to
keep the church building in a moderate state of repair, and the

difficulty of persuading the Village community that the
Church is there t¢ be valued and used (and that it costs
'real' money to keep it open),

I may as well do my Millennium plug now - The
Miliennium reminds us of the change from 1900s to
2000s - and we ook back to that other change from BC
to AD - the Birth of Jesus Christ. As part of the
Millennium celebrations, the Church will be delivering
candles to each household {as a reminder that Jesus is
the light of the World). It is hoped that these candles
will feature in local candle lit processions focusing on
the Parish Church (or at the local Millennium
celebration).

In 1999, December 31% will be on a Friday - and

{whilst that may be a poor link), it does remind us that
Jesus and the Church are not just for Sundays. In many
Churches this has happened for many years. For the
last couple of years we have had a Service at 10.00 on
Wednesday mornings, in a different location each weelk.
Apart from the first Wednesday in the month, when we
have Prayer Book Communion, this is a short and
informal service lasting about 20 minutes. At this we
pray for the people who live in these villages, and the
things that are going on. You are very welcome to
come and join us, if you are free. If you cannot come,
we will be very pleased to remember you and your
CORCErns in Our prayers.

Bob Willmott

ASTON ABBOTTS PARISH COUNCIL

Latest news form the Parish Council meeting, held on 25™ November.

o Road Gritting - Weedon Road has been included on this winter’s
route

» Wing Bridge - Another pressure letter has been sent to AVDC
regarding the urgently needed repairs to the bridge at Wing.
However it does look as though lack of funds will mean a
permanent weight ban may come into force next March.

e Street Lights - The light outside The Bull & Butcher has not yet
been repaired. The contractors say it is not the bulb but the supply
which is at fault. Bastern Electricity has been informed.

o Parish Clerk - Gratitude was expressed to Shona MeGregor for all
her hard work and dedication during her period in office. We wish
her and her family all the best in their new home in Sweden.
Following Shona’s departure, Kate Curry has been appointed as
her successor.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the Church Room
on 6™ January at 8.00pm. Evervbody is welcome to come sloug,

LOCAL HISTORY - can you help?

Clare Shorrock has made it known that she is
very interested in producing a village history to mark
the millennium, It is anticipated that this could involve
researching information from county records, gathering
‘living memories” from older members of the village,
seeking out old photographs and maps, and perhaps
taking contemporary photographs to record historic
features as weil as record the village as it now is for
prosperity.

Clare feels it would be a very interesting project
but is unable to do it all herself. She would therefore
like to form a group of those people interested in the
historv of Aston Abbotts. Such a group would initially
meet to discuss bow to approach such a project and once
under way individuals could research those aspects they
are most interested in. Thereafier the group would meet
to collate their findings.

If you ave interested in being involved in this
interesting projects please contact Clare on 681268,
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BIGNELL & BRANDON

. All Interior & Exierior. Carpentry,ﬁ Glazing,
. Redecoration’s, General Buiiding and
. Paper Hanging, Mainterance
, Free Kstimates .
Aylesbury 681242  Aylesbury 681972

. No VAT Charged.

Adrian Bystra

Mobile 0468 115527 Mobile 0468 126612

Home: 01296 337137
Mobile: 0850 255985

B Country Style Hair Design §
| (s a 4 Star member of the '

Good Salon Guide.
We pride ourselves on
offering highly qualified

hair designers and a
professional approach.

| As a Lamaur and Kerastase |
approved salon, we can
offer free consultation
for siyling and
hair design.

Let the best
do their best.

§ KERASTASE 1 AMAUR

P A & ¢ 8

01296 688117 Hair Design

B 5HighBrest Wing Leighton Bumerd 8

ASTON ABBOTTS |
CHURCH ROOM

Available for
Wedding Receptions
Birthday Parties
Folk Evenings
Dances : Bingo
Just about anything!

Maxirmum 60 people

For further details call
Doris Scutchings on
01296 681243

Cost £5 per hour +
metered electricity

- ot e . P e i o S

£2.50 per hour + metered
electricity for Parish
residents

T ——

To advertise hers for just seven quid 2 year
Call fvan, me dear and buy him 2 baer!

Chroniole advertising - sall ivan Greenuway
or (1296 682605 - | Nask's Farm
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I you can't

Have fun ringing in the new millennium!!!
Please contact ..INi...1.....Is .f.u.f;Slz.@.*’. .....



(Skilled Friendly Service)

S.M. ARMAN.

BUILDING & LANDSCAPING

* PATHS & DRIVEWAYS
* TURFING & PLANTING
* EXTENSIONS

* REFURBISHMENT'S

To discuss your requirements
and for a FREE
no obligation quotation
please telephone:

0374 831122
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ST.JAMES CHURCH, ASTON ABBOTTS

CHURCH SERV FROM THE REGISTERS
3.1.99  10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion Holy Baptism
10.00 Cublington Christingle 22.11.98 Lily Kitty at Wingrave
11.15 Aston Abbotts Morning Service 20.12.98 Rebekah Lee at Aston Abbotts
6.1.99 10.00 Cublington Prayer Book Communion
Wednesday
10.1.99 0845 Cublington Parish Communion Funerals
10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion 3.12.98 Edward Brazier at Cublington
11.15 Aston Abbotts Parish Communion 11.12.98 Derek Upton at Aston Abbotts
13.1.99 10.00 Aston Abbotts Franciscan Service 14.12,98 Joan Harris at Aston Abbotts
Wednesday
17.1.99 08.45 Cublington Parish Communion
08.00 Wingrave Prayer Book Communion SUNDAY READINGS
(10.0 Wingrave Methodist Covenant
0 Service) 3.1.99 Christmas 2 Ephesians 1.3-14
11.15  Aston Abbotts Parish Communion John 1.10-18
20.1.99 10.00 Rowsham Franciscan Service 10.1.99 Baptism of Christ Acts 10.34-43;
Wednesday Matt 3.13-17
24.1.99 0845 Cublington Parish Communion 17.1.99 Epiphany 2 1 Cor 1.1-9;
John 1.29-42
10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion 24.1.99 Epiphany 3 1 Cor 1.10-18;
11.15 Aston Abbotts Parish Communion Matt 4.12-23
27.1.99 1000 Wingrave Franciscan Service 31.1.99 Epiphany 4 1 Cor 2.1-12
31.1.99 10.00 Aston Abbotts Three Parish Communion Matt 5.13-20
7.2.99 10.00 Wingrave Parish Communion 7.2.99 2 Before Lent Rom 8.18-25
10.00 Cublington Family Service Matt 6.25-34
11.15 Aston Abbotts  Morning Service
ST JAMES CHURCH, ASTON ABBOTTS LADIES CLUB NEWS

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Reverend R Willmott Telephone 681623

Shirley Ford
Christine Fox
Michael Hasler
Hilary Hasler
Ann Goodman
Gordon Kemp

Telephone 681865
Telephone 682024
Telephone 681877
Telephone 681877
Telephone 681763
Telephone 681763

The club met on December 3™ where we heard a talk by Mrs Sue Cato
who is one of the leading organisers of the funding for the Florence
Nightingale Group. Our last meeting of 1998 was a carol service at
St. James Church, followed by tea in the Hall.

On Thursday 14" January at 2.45pm we have Jean Archer and her
friend Meg, giving a talk on “More Hidden Bucks”. They always give
a very knowledgeable an humorous talk.

The following meeting is at 2.45pm on January 28™ when June Brown
will tell us about “parchment craft”.

As ever, Interested Visitors would be most welcome.

PAGE 16 THE CHRONICLE



Hair by Jane

In the condort of
your o hosre

D yews egevience

Specicd rotes fir

pasionas

For onugairies o qupairinend
Hevwe rivg Jwe org-

01296 43764
.
0378 971848 (il

rm You NEED HEw f
| WITH YOUR GARDEN ?

Pruning and strimming

il Hedge Cutting ~ :
Weeding etc... e
Experienced in all garden
maintenance - No job teo smail!

| REMOVAL OF WASP NESTE

‘ NOW UNDERTAKEN !

Reasonable rates -

CALL Alan KO!T\})J&P!' on (11296 581 310

 AROMATHERAPY
and

MASSAGE THERAPY

L » MHelpful for a wide range of conditions

i such as stress and tension, insommnia,

I fatigue, muscular aches and pains, arthritis,
| digestive problems, PMT, painful periods,

i coughs and colds, and much much more....!

*Very beneficial during pregnancy
it *Peaceful setting for treatment in Stewkiey

*Fully trained and qualified therapist and a
| full member of the International Society of
| Professional Aromatherapists

| ANNETTE GESOFF
| S.P.Cert.A., MIFA, ITEC

¢ Please phone for further information

| Stewikiey (01525) 240135

More than 150 households
I1 times a year

Would read your advert if 1t
were placed here !

Call Ivan Greenaway on
(01296 682605 for details

Mobile : 0850 556417

Telephone 01296 668714
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THE CHRONICLE CROSSWORD
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1&50. Famous local House (9&5)

8. Mother; Barrier (3)

10. To do wrong (3)

11. Plundered (6)

13. Titles (5)

15. Musical instruments (6)

16. To end (5)

17. Belonging to him (3)

18. Female deer (4)

19. To stay (6)

22. Consume (3)

24. Volunteer force (2 abbr.)

25. Sun over Greenwich
Meridian (7 & 3)

30. For example (2)

31. to immerse (3)

32. Competes (4)

33. Ova (4)

35. Oil forming; (anag NO
37. SAW (anag 3) (LIFE 6) 7. Dark period (5)

38. Local road (4)
39. DOTS (anag 4)
42. Container (4)
43. Weaken (3)
44. Animal feed (3)
46. Animals (4)
47. Speed (4)

48. Finish (3)

49. An act (4)

50 See 1 across (5)

DOWN
1. Local Village (10)
2. Devil (5)
3. German town (7)
4. Gaelic (4)

5. Male bee (5)
6. Used in boat (3)

8. Thick (6)
9. Public notices (3 abb.)
12. Irish parliament (4)
14. Mohammed --- (3)
19. Marks (6)
20. Throw (4)
21. Tatters (4)
23. To inform (6)
24. 2 yr old sheep (4)
26. Lubcricate (3)

27. to work (7)

28. You (2)

29. Information (4)
34. To assemble (6)
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Answers to December: Across

1 Weedon. 5 First. 8 Newel., 10
Crewed. 12 Relied. 14 Eater.

15 Yes. 16 Sir. 20 My. 21 SS,

22 Note. 26 Which. 29 Owed 30
Ouse. 31 Blew. 32 SN. 33 Nail

36 RADA. 37 Thence. 39 SR. 40
Asp. 41 Term. 42 Dr. DOWN:

1 Weary. 2 Earls. 3 Once. 4 Nerds
5 Fewer. 6 llea. 7 The Royal Oak.
9 We. 11 DTS. 13 Eel. 17 Ignobler
18 Ash. 19 Steers 22 Scene. 24
Owl. 25 Edward. 27 Hunts. 28 Is.
34 Ant. 35 Ice. 38 HP

39. Known facts (4)

40. Not shut (4)

41. Boy's name (3)

42. Bounder (3)

43. Another boy's
name (3)

45. Prefix (2)



TWO HOLIDAY COTTAGES FOR RENT

SOUTHERN DORDOGNE - FRANCE

The cottages are part of a 150 year old converted barn in an acre of orchard. Both
contain original features such as hand made floor tiles and beams while also offering
modern facilities. Each has two spacious bedrooms, bathroom, fully fitted living
room /kitchen and sleep up to 6 comfortably.

Both cottages have a private garden with patio furniture, barbecue and full use of
the 351t swimming pool. Badminton, table tennis and boules are available.

The cottages are in the southern Dordogne, near the mediaeval town of Eymet, 12
miles from the historic city of Bergerac and just over an hour from Bordeaux.

The surrounding area contains a wealth of interest including vineyards (2nd
tasting!), chateaux and facilities for all sports amid a countryside that contains both
dramatic and gentle scenery.

Weekly rental charges (note these are per cottage not per person)
Week commencing

Nov/April May June Sth July /28th August Sept  Oct

PHONE
LIZ BARLOW
01296 682605

PHONE
LIZ BARLOW
01296 682605

£150  £280 £330 £480 £330  £200

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT JOHN & PENNY HAYES
Tel. No. 0033 553242930  E-mail address leverger@easynet.fr
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MILLENNIUM MATTERS
IN ASTON ABBOTTS

Notes from the 2nd Meeting held in the Bull and Butcher on 16/12/98

Attendees:

lvan Greenaway (Chairman) Dave Lewis Francesca Bean Anne & John Brancker

Andy Bystra (Treasurer) Ray Coates Peter & Clare Shorrock Anne Dicken & Amanda Dewhirst
Apclogies received from Liz & Alison - Frevious minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the initial mesting.

1. Review of ticket sales.

Andy reported that following distribution of the ‘millennium pro forma’ bookings and deposits for 84 tickets had already been
received, With the remaining 36 tickets expectad to be sold by sarly 18928, It was agreed to go ahead with a ‘high quality’ event to
mark the new millennium, in accordance with the original proposats. AlifAndy

2. Actions

a. Band lvan to discuss progress with John Whyts and obtain relevant infermation by ths end of December. John W. & van
b. Marquee An acceptable quote had been received - Ivan will book and establish dates for erection / removal jvan
¢. Disco Dave Lewis has spoken to Lol who may be prepared o run the disco during band breaks but he would liks help. Dave and

John W. have voluntserad - Dave to discuss with Lol and book the disco. Dave

d. Drinke. Andy and Bob Bean will draw up a list of drinks required - wine and champagne will be bought at competitive prices -
bear bought locally. List togsther with estimated cost to be ready for next meeting. Andy & Bob
8. Fool. Menu to include several hot dishes with axtensive cold buffet for the "wae small bours”. Ann and Francesca will assess
neads and costs. Cosis for the hire of a sizeable deep frese also 1o be researched. Francesca & Anne 8,
f. Final price Ticket prices ars likely {0 remain in fine with those suggssted at the initlal mesting but insufficient information is
available to a4t final prices, i should be possibie to agree these at the naxt meeting. All

3. Payments
A time line of payments due is to be prepared io allow revenue to be collacted from those attending when neaded.  All

4. Other items

a. Licence. Peater has spoken to the Licensing Court which confirms that an ‘occasional licence’ is needed (Pater will arrange this in
his name), aithough the Government is considering waiving this need for millennium parties. Peter to update. Patar
. Tables & chalrs wiil be hired from the marquee company as their prices are altractiva - Clare to arrange. Trestie tables for food
and drink will be borrowed from thoss in the recreation shed. Clare

&. Cutlery and crockery. it was felt these could be borrowed ‘locally’. Francesca & Anpe B.
d. Glasses and linen. All glasses and table finen to be hired. Clare to identify source and prices. Clare

&. Dacoratlon. Francesca and Clare have a master plan! Francesca & Clare

f. Firaworks A dacision will be made once we have prices for the other items (next meeting) Deforved

g. Insurance. Pater to review his neads - it was sqgreed that their property must have adequate protection. Some cash to be set aside
for any necessary cleaning. Pater

5. Any othor business.

a. Volunteers will be needed {c assist in selting up and clearing away after the party. All

b. Banking. Andy/Peter/ivan are the account sighatories - any cheque must be signed by any two of them. tvan, Pater & Andy
¢. Cither events The marguee will probably be eracted for several days at the millennium new year. To maximise use it was
suggested a senior citizens Tea Dance or vther entertainment could be arranged after the main party as well as a promise auction or
similar event to raise funds for the viliage hall developmant and/or recreation ground. Any suggestions welcome at the next mesting.

van thanked those attending and extended a special thank you to these involved in distributing the millsnnium pro formas.

The next meeting will be held on the 26th January 1999 at the Bull and Butcher, commencing at 8.00pm.

Andy Bystra - 20t Dec. 88
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NO JOMMALL Wing Ca//r'g -~

Airports
Hospitals
Collections

Evenings Out

NO JOB TOO LARGE

A Peaceful Country retreat
for your Cat in Spacious
Heated Farm Accommodation

Individual and family units,
in a converted bam

Each unit incorporates a
separate heated sleeping
area and very spacious run

All diets catered for -
24 hour supervision

Secure and peaceful -
Inspections welcomed

Mrs Gillian Alexander -
01296 681104
South Tinkers Hole Farm,
Cublington Rd, Wing

Private Hire:

Cars or

Minibus
Tel: (01296) 688739 or 681013

Ask for details of our shopping trips.

AND
YOU’L
L BE
QUI
DS IN

682605

- THE CHRONICLE
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STEWKLEY PINE

o
A

ﬂ[

COME TO
STEWKLEY PINE

For An Extensive
Range of Top Quality
Pine at LOW Cash &
Carry Prices !

* Open Monday to Saturday
from 9.30 to 5.00

* & Sunday & Bank Holidays
from 10.00 to 4.00

Stewkley Pine, Acorn Farm,
Cublington Road, Wing

Tel / fax

: 01296 681853



THE CHRONICLE ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE
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175.1 The Five Arrows Location : On the left of the A41 when heading North through
Hotel Waddesdon, towards Bicester.

. Atmosphere: An eye catching hotel and restaurant with a clam and
High Street Waddesdon peaceful ambience. Plenty of space to “mull about” in the bar whilst
by Liz & Ivan ordering. A small separate dining room off the bar and tables around

the bar area.

Food: A different selection of delicious starters, main courses, and desserts, are

all available from the blackboards in the bar. Yuletide dishes included partridge

and pheasant. Good wine list. Various good beers available from the bar. ABBOTT
Price: Very reasonable - about £30 per head for a good quality 3 course meal RATING
including a bottle of wine, carbonated water and bar drinks.

Visited : 19/12/98 - Advisable to book (01296 651727) especially Friday and
Saturdays. Car parking is limited although the venue is not large.

Lambskin Rugs Lambskin Coats
" Sin gles Flying Jackets
Multiples Moccasins
Babycare Rugs Mules, Slippers
~ Fleecease Rugs Hats, Mitts
Design Area Rugs Gloves
Car Seat Covers Baby Bootz
Footmufls Sundries

TOP QUALITY LOWEST PRICES

Burston Hill Farm Weedon Rd
Aston Abbotts

For A Brochure

TEL AYLESBURY (01296) 631218
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At Last, a local estate agent with
massive coverage of prospective
purchasers wishing to buy your home

B Four offices covering Bucks, Beds, & Herts including Stewkley and
Leighton Buzzard.

W All offices use computer and digital camera technology to ensure you
get the best from your agent.

W All details are produced in full colour with external and internal shots
wherever appropriate.

B Feature your property on the World Wide Web at
http://www.mcconville-bowden.co.uk

B We are open seven days a week and offer advertising through various
newspapers in up to 350,000 households per week.

B We are committed to getting the best price for your home and to
offer homes to buyers from far and wide.

So contact your local agent for a free valuation,

or better still INSTRUCT US TODAY !

44 High Street North, Stewkley, Bucks.

Tel: 01525 240055
Offices in Herts, Beds, and Bucks
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__IN THE VILLAGE 5.

TONY’S
VILLAGE
SPORTS
COLUMN

It has been another month of mixed fortunes. Playing
the Five Elms, we went 2-0 up but then managed to lose the next
six games, finally being beaten 6-2.

Lol & Dean confirmed their position as favourites for
the doubles by beating Tony & Mark 3-2 in the final. They then
lost 2-1 to the Swan & Castle in the first round of the league
pairs competition. This was the tournament that they won last
year.

But it wasn’t all bad news as we managed to win a thrilling
game against the White Hart 5-3.

Thanks to all those who sponsored the charity darts

Teams - we have collected over £400 so far.

Tony

No mention of my win then, Tony? Ed.

A LETTER FROM OUR AMERICAN
CORRESPONDENT ....NATALIE KATO

Did you know that ........ Mahatma Ghandi walked
barefoot everywhere, to the point that his feet became quite
thick and hard. He was also quite a spiritual person. And
even when he was not on hunger strike, he did not eat
much and became quite thin and frail. Furthermore, due to
his diet he wound up with very bad breath. And so he came
to be known as ...........

Super Calloused
Fragile Mystic
Plagued with
Halitosis

The usual half a pint to the best alternative....Ed.

THE CHRONICLE ASTON ABBOTTS WORD SEARCH

Aston Abbotts is the theme of this month’s search. All but one of the words listed are hidden in the grid. They always appear in a
straight line, but can be read in any direction - backwards or forwards, including diagonally. BUT WHICH WORD LISTED CAN NOT
BE FOUND IN THE GRID? AND WHICH 8 LETTER WORD IN THE GRID IS MISSING FROM THE LIST OF WORDS?

O H T A R E L D | R B I D ASTON ABBOTTS  BULL WEEDON
b F P R U A 8 R E M R A F BROOKSIDE ABBEY STILE
0O 0O O N K H B B Y H O P O BRIDLEPATH KEG FARMER
G X R E E W U E €C R O A X BERNARDS WING FOX
N C € E L L B R G E K T Y OLD MASTERS OAK DOG
| 0O P R L B U N E F S8 H E POSTMAN HILLS LAKE
w VvV L G A H I A A E | S L WING ROAD SHEEP GREEN
E E 8 8 €C W K R L L D E K FOX COVERT cow CROP
S R E T 8 A M D L O E M W LINES HILL SHOP
T T M D O O W 8 H O P A E OAK FARM PATH
| A AP O S T M A N U J T ST JAMES PUKE
L A 8 T O N A B B O T T s CHURCH DEER
E R L L I H 8 E N | L 8§ S CUBLINGTON WOOoD
THE MISSING GRID WORD IS

THE MISSING LIST WORD (8 LETTERS) IS

o “Turkey” was the missing word in last month’s festive word search (probably the only place it was missing from!)
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FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS
OF CHURCH FARM, ASTON ABBOTTS

T.V. VIDEO AND
SATELLITE
SERVICING AND
GENERAL REPAIR

RENTALS, NEW
AND USED SALES

NO CALL OUT
FEE WITHIN
ASTON

ON 01296 682126

FRIENDLY
SERVICE

DLT

Y

The Aston Abbotts
Music Maestro

Dave gives Alison a lift home from Heathrow but can’t
work ouy why there is less uplift than usual BACK PAGE THE CHRONICLE.




